
Did You Know?…
…that you can make a 
secured online donation to  
St. Rita School? Your gift 
can be designated for the 
benefit of a specific program 
or service, or for St. Rita 
School’s general use. You can 
specify where you want your 
money to go and how you 
would like it used at the time 
of your donation.

Additionally, through 
our online form you can 
also make a gift in memory 
of someone, in honor of 
someone or even set up an 
ongoing gift. It is safe, easy, 
takes less time and still makes 
a difference in a child’s life.

To make a contribution via 
St. Rita’s website, visit www.
srsdeaf.org. Please click on 
the “Donate Now” link locat-
ed in the left-hand navigation 
bar at the top of the page.
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An impossible dream comes true
Thirteen years ago, Chris and Pam were 
preparing their family for their new ad-
dition. A one year old girl, Joanna, from 
China would be flying halfway around 
the globe to be welcomed home. Sud-
denly, the little girl’s province shut down 
all adoptions. 

Heart broken, Chris and Pam soon 
received good news about an oppor-
tunity to bring home a one year old boy 
from China named Joshua. As their fam-
ily grew, they kept Joanna’s picture and 
prayed for her every night. “We never 
really believed we would end up being 
her family,” said Pam. “But we prayed 
she would be adopted and be able to be 
part of a family somewhere.” 

Seven years later, Chris and Pam 
found out that Joanna was on a waiting 
list to be adopted again. Right away they 

started the process and soon brought 
home 9 year old Joanna.

Once Joanna was home, Chris 
and Pam homeschooled their daughter, 
who for 9 years had received no formal 
education because she was born with 
no ear canals. Joanna only knew a few 
homemade signs for basic necessities 
and could count to 10 in Chinese sign 
language. She spent the first 9 years of 
her life locked up inside herself unable 
to communicate with anyone. 

“Joanna was not just incredibly shy, 
but had a fear of people and a fear of 
people talking to her” said Pam. “She 
was a tough, scared little girl and she 
would always wear her hair in braids that 
covered her ears.” 

Through a reconstructive surgery for 
An impossible dream continued on page 3
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Dear Friends,
Every time I see ‘2014’ I’m reminded 
of what a great year we had in 2013. I 
am often overwhelmed with gratitude 
knowing that I have the pleasure of 
seeing little miracles every day. Each 
student that comes through our 
doors is a reason for our success. 
Their drive and eagerness to learn 
is what motivates us to push the 
boundaries of mainstream education. 
They capture our hearts and we  
don’t rest until they are exceeding 
every expectation. 

Nothing compares to the joy of a 
child celebrating an accomplishment 
or the wonderment on their faces 

with a new discovery. We watch par-
ents hear a child say “I love you” for 
the first time, or watch a child realize 
the endless possibilities when sign 
language makes sense. 

Every miracle we witness is 
because of your generosity. You are 
the spirit and encouragement for 
our children. The letters I receive 
with your gifts are so inspiring. The 
gifts made in honor of a loved one 
who sacrifices so much for others; 
the hearts moved to compassion for 
children they will never meet; loving 
your neighbors simply because that 
is what our God commands and of 
course the prayers you say for us 
so that we may continue on. We are 
forever indebted to you. 

That is why I am writing to you 

again. To share our triumphs, but 
also the challenges we see in the 
next year. Each year we help more 
children. We have tightened our  
belts to the last notch, but to con-
tinue our mission of giving quality, 
individual education to children, 
regardless of a family’s ability to  
pay, we need your help. Without 
you, we cannot bridge communica-
tion gaps between children and their 
families, or a child and the power of 
education. Please, once again, con-
sider helping us give these students 
a future, especially right now! Right 
now, and through March 31st, 
all gifts up to $5,000 are being 
matched. Please help ensure that 
we receive all of this generous gift 
since every dollar counts!

May god continue  
to bless you and yours,

Gregory Ernst, Executive Director

Every gift changes lives, now 
your gift can be doubled and 
make twice the difference
Thank you for your support of St. Rita 
School in 2013. It is through your 
prayers and financial gifts that we 
are able to do what we do for the 
children entrusted to us. 

Every gift matters. Every child 
matters. Jesus tells us in the book 
of Matthew that what we do for the 
least of these His children, we do it 
unto Him. (Matthew 25:40) God is 
amazingly faithful. He takes those 
gifts and turns them into miracles in 
children’s lives. 

Now we have an exciting way  
to create miracles in 2014. Every  

gift made until March 31, given to  
our general fund, will be matched 
up to $5,000. A father’s heart was 
moved from compassion to action  
to give this matching gift alongside 
his 8 year old son who opened his 
piggy bank to start the gift giving 
with a $20 donation. 

Each child has a story, and you 
are helping to write that story with 
your gifts. As Mother Teresa said,” 
Each one of them is Jesus in dis-
guise.” When we invest in their lives, 
we are serving Him.

We hope your holidays were filled 

with joyful fellowship with friends and 
family, and pray God blesses you 
greatly in 2014. We are truly excited 
to see the miracles God has planned 
for this year. Together, with your 
faithfulness and God’s blessings,  
we are changing lives.

Open house
save the Date: April 8th • 10am–2pm

Come and see for yourself the miracles 
that happen here!
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giving a child his voice
Jude is the youngest of 
four boys. He is a confi-
dent, active little boy who 
loves the color blue and 
is excitedly awaiting his 
third birthday. But Jude’s 
mother, Jules, has only 
known for two months that 
she can describe her little 
boy this way. 

Jules knew right away 
that something was wrong 
when Jude was an infant. 

“He didn’t babble and could 
only hum a song,” said 
Jules. “People would ask 
him a question and think 
he was rude or didn’t have 
the capability to answer the 
question.” Doctors soon di-
agnosed Jude with apraxia 
and Jules began to search 
for ways to help Jude learn 
and overcome. 

“To not understand your 
children, and to not know 
what their fears are or what is mak-
ing them happy is heart breaking,” 
said Jules. “Now, Jude has learned 
to sign the word ‘blue’. So everything 
is blue: blue forks, we get the blue 
plates, he loves the blue yogurts. It’s 
all because he is understood.”

“Since Jude has started at St. 
Rita School the changes have been 
profound,” said Jules, just two 
months after Jude was enrolled at  
St. Rita School. “He has this con-
fidence that he didn’t have before. 
It’s almost a swagger when he runs 
down the hallway now. He embraces 
it so much, the excitement for him 
is to be understood and he just runs 
with it now.”

“Walking down the halls you 
wouldn’t know it is home to some of 
the most innovative, high-demand 
and forward thinking educators,” 
said Jules. “The teachers at St. Rita 

School believe every child deserves 
a voice, and every little one deserves 
to be understood, despite their  
parents’ ability to pay. It was such  
a blessing to not have that worry  
on top of everything else. I cannot  
thank the generous people who  
support the school enough. It is  
because of them that I am able to  
finally get to know who my son is 
after three long years.”

“I have yet to hear Jude say. ‘I 
love you Mama’, but thanks to the 
program, I know I will one day, no 
matter what.” 

her ears and intervention, Joanna 
was able to gain some hearing, but 

after a year and a half of 
homeschooling, Joanna had 
plateaued in her learning. 

“We realized that sign lan-
guage would be her heart 
language,” said Pam. “We 
visited St. Rita School and 
knew right away that it was 
where she needed to be.”

“After a year and a half, 
she is a completely different 
person. She has a very fun 
spirit. She is playful, strong, 
and determined. She loves 
card games, swimming, 
skating, and crafts. She 
loves the signing choir and 
craft club, and would do 
every after-school club if 
she could.” 

“St. Rita School is more 
like extended family for 
her because she feels so 
loved and accepted by her 
peers and teachers. She 
now wears her hair up and 

in French braids because she 
isn’t worried about people looking 
at her ears. What an incredible 
difference St. Rita School has 
made in Joanna’s life! What 
goes on at that school you can’t 
put into words. It is more than 
receiving an education. She is 
getting confidence, self-esteem, 
learning independence, and how 
to advocate for herself. I can’t even 
imagine if we didn’t have access  
to St. Rita School.”

“We have 5 children including 
the two 13 year olds that were both 
adopted from China and 3 natural 
children. Our house is chaotic, yet 
filled with so much love and happi-
ness. I can’t imagine what our lives 
would be like without Joanna, she 
brings us so much joy and a large 
part of the credit for her happiness 
belongs to St. Rita School.”

An impossible dream continued from page 1

“Since Jude has started at 
St. Rita School the changes 
have been profound. He 
has this confidence that  
he didn’t have before.”
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Early in December, Bishop Joseph 
Binzer dedicated our newly reno-
vated St. Rita School chapel. The 
Chapel was completely redesigned 
and remodeled. Thanks to the gen-
erosity of Tom and Audrey Ruthman, 
we now have a beautiful chapel that 
blends the historic and essential li-
turgical conventions with the modern 
needs of our students and staff. 

The chapel was originally built 
in 1915 and had not been updated 
in over 40 years. Many of St. Rita 
School students have been unable 
to attend mass because the chapel 
could not accommodate their  
needs. More than 75 percent of our 
students have multiple challenges, 
including physical disabilities. Now, 
the chapel is welcoming to anyone 

who requires a wheel chair or other 
assisting device. 

The St. Rita School commitment 
to assigning every dollar raised to 
the education of students has left  
no funds available for building im-
provements. On a visit, Audrey saw 
the need, respected the financial 
decisions of St. Rita School, and 
wanted to help. 

“Immediately I felt connected 
to the school,” said Audrey. “The 
teachers and staff are so committed 
and loving toward each individual 

child and I knew I wanted to be a 
part of this mission. I have never felt 
so close to an organization before. I 
know I am now part of the St. Rita 
School family.”

Not only did Tom and Audrey 
fund the renovation of the chapel, but 
Audrey designed and oversaw the 
entire project, along with other build-

ing updates including the front office, 
infant rooms, the common room in 
the dorms, and landscaping. This 
was her seventh chapel project in the 
Tri-state area, her most prominent 
being Good Samaritan Hospital. 

“The chapel is beautiful, I love 
it,” said Maryann Murphy, who is an 
invaluable member of the Develop-
ment team who has worked at St. 
Rita School for more than 25 years 
and attends mass every day. “It is a 
reminder that just as the chapel is a 
special, designated spot in our build-
ing dedicated to God, we should 
each have time in our own lives that 
we solely dedicate to God as well. It 
is a great blessing to now be able to 
attend mass with all of the teachers, 
staff, and students.” 

All of us at St. Rita feel privi-
leged and honored to have gotten 
the chance to know Audrey and 
Tom. When you first meet them you 
immediately feel their genuineness 
and compassion for others. They are 
an example of what a true Christian 
should be. We can never thank them 
enough, not just for the monetary 
gifts, but for showing us the true  
love of God.

A new chapel 
for our students

“The teachers and staff are so 
committed and loving toward 
each individual child and I 
knew I wanted to be a part 
of this mission.”
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Junior & Senior Class trip to gallaudet
On Thursday, November 21st, the 
Junior and Senior Class of St. Rita 
School for the Deaf left for Wash-
ington, DC to visit Gallaudet Univer-
sity as well as our nation’s capital. 
Students attending were Tynessia 
Berry, Doug Durbin, Kameron Evans, 
Stephany Sabillon, and Danielle Ven-
tus. Four staff, Kelly Reckers, Jimmy 
Flanders, Beth O’Leary, and Richard 
Miller, accompanied the students.

At the Gallaudet Campus, our 
students saw Deaf college students 
learning in an environment where 
communication is not a barrier.  
They also had the opportunity to 
see a Deaf/Blind student in the 
classroom with a tactile Sign 
Language interpreter. 

On Saturday, the group visited 
Washington DC, where they toured 
the sights, including the Washing-
ton Monument, Lincoln Memorial, 
World War II Memorial, and the White 
House. Students also toured the 
Native American Museum and visited 

the Holocaust Museum. 
Not only was this trip an 

educational experience, it helped 
Deaf students see that there is so 
much to life that is awaiting them. 
This was a trip our students will never 

forget, not only because there were 
no language barriers but because 
they were able to see that they 
too have the opportunity to attend 
college, and that being deaf is not  
an obstacle. 

Blast from the Past
An Excerpt from a child’s journal in our 1947 
Silent Advocate by Mary Jewell Reid

What good friends mean to me 

A good friend and a good pal have 
almost the same meaning. Very good 
friends may not always be perfectly 
agreeable and peaceful; they surely 
sometimes have little quarrels. good 
friends will help and love one another 
as brothers and sisters as Jesus says 
for us to do. Sometimes we do not 
know our friends; like the ones that 

give money to us so that we can go 
to school here. These friends are very 
special to me because without them 
I don’t know where I would go or 
where I would live. I pray every night 
for all of my friends the ones that I 
know and for the ones that I don’t, 
and I say a special thanks to Mary 
the Mother of god because she is 
my mother too. Jesus gave her to us 
when he was dying on the cross.

St. Rita School for the Deaf • The Silent Advocate • Spring 2014
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Memorial Program

Looking for a way to honor someone who has everything? Celebrate 
a special occasion, say thank you or remember an important person 
in your life by making a gift to St. Rita School for the Deaf in his or 
her name. Weddings, anniversaries, birthdays, and holidays take 
on a new meaning when your gift brings help and hope to families 
who are struggling with their child’s special needs. Remembering 
those who have touched your life in a special way can comfort 
and console loved ones while also helping children to succeed in 
their lives. People enrolled in the Memorial Program as well as the 
donor, are remembered at a special Mass and daily in the prayers 
of our students and staff. If you are interested in participating in the 
Memorial Program, please call 513-771-7600.

At the time of this publishing deadline, only 3 months of memorials were available.  
For a complete listing of our memorials visit www.srsdeaf.org.

september

In honor of

st. Anthony
Mrs. Jo Ann Ellert

st. Rita
Ms. Anne Berwanger

sisters of Charity  
Diamond Jubilarians

sister Rita Cocquyt

sister Marilyn  
Joseph Czarnecki

sister Paula Gonzala

sister Rose Izzo

sister Jane Bernadette Leo

sister Joan Carol schaffner

sister Francis  
Maureen trampiets
Sister John Michael geis

sisters of Charity of 1953 — 
60th Anniversary
Sister Dolores McDonald

Leslie Andrew
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Appelmann

Robert J. Burger
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Appelmann

Anita Giradot
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Appelmann

Dottie hudepohl
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Appelmann

sister Jane Bernadette Leo 
— Diamond Jubilarian
Sister John M. geis
Mr. and Mrs.  
gregory R. Ernst, Sr.

Mary Wenzel
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Appelmann

In Memory of

Agnes Ashbrook
Mr. Edward Ashbrook

Dan Blaut
Mrs. Ruth Blaut

George W. Brigger
Ms. Suzanne F. Dunbar

Mike Carney
Maureen and Charles Faris

Primo Damiani
Pellegatta Family

Robert Glassmeyer
Dain and ginny Beemer
Mr. and Mrs.  
Donald A. Bellman
Mr. and Mrs.  
Clarence J. Tieman

emily Grillot
Mr. Marion A. grillot

Laura Ann hamilton
Mr. and Mrs. Sam C. gilardi

edith hartkemeyer
Mr. and Mrs.  
Henry Meyerrose

Randy henke
Mrs. Pauline R. Henke

Robert hoffmeier
Mr. and Mrs.  
Russell W. Kuebel

Jack Justice
Richard Beerman

henry B. Kleinfeldt
Allison Crum
Mr. Mitch Morgan

Patricia Knollman
Ms. Barbara J. Powers
Dain and ginny Beemer

elmer Koch
Ms. Helen Koch

Karen e. Lingel
Mr. Dane Lingel
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Lingel

Mary Ludwig
Ms. Sandra K. Thornton

Ray Maffey
Mrs. Elizabeth M. Blessing

Charles A. Mauntel
Mrs. Helen H. Mauntel

John David Maxwell
Mr. and Mrs. 
John McElfresh

sophie McArtor
Dr. and Mrs.  
Stanley A. Hastings

Joseph F. Morand
Ms. Rita J. Cerasi

Mark naish
Mrs. Marita J. Schwertman

Denny Ohren
Mrs. Anne Ohren

Joseph and Olivia Pelopida 
Mr. Joseph Pelopida

Jack Poole
Mrs. Jeanette M. Mather

Billy (Coach) schmitz
Mr. and Mrs.  
george g. gibeau

Marvin stock
Mr. and Mrs.  
Robert E. Norris

Cora J. swartzbaugh
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Braun
Mr. Timothy P. Harmon
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Binder
Mr. and Mrs.  
Eric Christianson
Mrs. Elva R. Even
Ms. Yvonne Ficke
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Chevalier
Mr.and Mrs.Marc Janson
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Kohls
Ms. Carol Lefchak
Mr. and Mrs.  
Thomas M. Rudler
Ms. Betty Tonne
Mr. Edward (Pete) J. Stander

Rob twilling
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Appelmann

Larry Volk
Mrs. Patricia A. Volk

Leslie Walz
Mr. and Mrs. Paul D. Walz
Mr. Bruce Elrick

Carl Jude Witt
Donald and Mary Ellen Witt

In Remembrance of

Mildred Adamson

Martha Gross

elmer and Ron Koch

Clarence Paff 

edna snelling
Ms. Helen Koch

In thanksgiving of

Mr. and Mrs. h. n. horne
Mr. and Mrs. H. Noel Horne

special Intention for

st Anthony
Ms. Diane Bechtold
JoAnn Ellert

Mildred and Robert Rath
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Rath

October

50th Wedding Anniversary

Joe and Jeanne Berns
Mrs. Lois E. Martin

Ben and Mary  
helen Browning
Mrs. Lois E. Martin

Gus and Kathy elsen
Mrs. Lois E. Martin

tom and Dee Lynd
Mrs. Lois E. Martin
Art and Mary Ann Maines
Mrs. Lois E. Martin

Anniversary of Death
Margaret Fritz
Mrs. Mary E. Nieman
Bo Kenney
Ms. Mary Ellen Daffron
Jerry niehoff
Mrs. Rosie Niehoff
Francesco Rocchio
Ms. Anna Maria Rocchio
Father Robert L. smith
Alice and gene Hedges
edna snelling
Mrs. Rita Mahoney
edward stiles
Alice and gene Hedges

Birthday Greetings
helen Braun 
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Parsons
Rosemary steiner
Mrs. Ruth Blaut
Mr. and Mrs.  
Frank g. Brinkmann

Birthday Remembrance
Mary Yvonne napier
Mrs. Paula Downs

In honor of
st. Rita
Ms. Anne Berwanger
ethan Gregory
Mr. and Mrs. Eric gregory

In Memory of
Jerry Bryan
Mr. and Mrs.  
Frank Ramminger

6



Alice Rose Bucheit
Dain and ginny Beemer
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Ernst
Mrs. Theresa E. Munafo

Bob Buschmeier
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Miller

Vickie Carey
Dain and ginny Beemer

Gene Carr
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Kohls

Robert Craigmile
Mr. and Mrs.  
William g. Blom

Paul Dabbelt
Mrs. Mary E. Nieman

Donald Daniel
Ms. Kathy Bruser
Mrs. Ruth Bruser

Kester (K. D.) Daniels
Dain and ginny Beemer

Vicki ebner
Mr. and Mrs.  
Harold H. Heuker

David espel
Ms. Mary Lou Ficker

Jerry Fritz
Ethel Kroeger Family

Robert Glassmeyer
Mr. and Mrs.  
Thomas R. O’Meara

Marlene hagedorn
Mr. and Mrs.  
Edward J. Heintzman

Lucille hawkins
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Appelmann

Gemma Kaufman
Ms. Margaret Schleck

Michael J. Keegan
Ms. Kathleen M. Mcgurk

tillie Kleespies
Ms. Nancy Kleespies

henry B. Kleinfeldt
Bell Dental group
Ms. Pamela Ballard
Ms. Donna Barkehanai
Ms. Janet L. Bell
Mr. and  
Thomas E. Brennenstuhl
Mr. and Mrs.  
george Cantrell
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis E. Dorr
Ms. Julia Mace
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Plate
Ms. Joan Putterbaugh
Mr. and Mrs. Al Stuart
Mr. and Mrs. Ed M. Tuttle

Dorothy Koshover
Wm. Kramer & Son, Inc.

Mitchell C. Ledford
Marguerite Amatulli Family

Walter Leigh
June and Emma Speeg

Ivan Mack
Mrs. Jacquelyn A. Lachowicz

Dan Mahoney
Mrs. Rita Mahoney

sylvia Apking McAnich
Mrs. Theresa E. Munafo

Mark Menke
Ms. Mary Ann Vennemeyer

tony Meyer
Mr. and Mrs.  
Michael Cappel

sally Monahan
Mr. and Mrs.  
Joseph P. Mcginnis

Cy and June nash
Mr. and Mrs.  
Mike g. Marquardt

Bradley neal
Mrs. Jacquelyn A. Lachowicz

Gary nelson
Mr. James H. Koch

James nichols
Mr. and Mrs.  
Daniel J. Vonderhaar

Gene Peak
Mr. and Mrs.  
James J. Betscher

Concetta Peralta
Ms. Kathleen M. Mcgurk

Robert Points
Mrs. Dorothy M. Points

Bill Powers
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Appelmann
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Horton
Mr. and Mrs.  
Henry Meyerrose

Lisa sapp
Mrs. Mickey A. Palmieri

Bernice schapker
Mr. and Mrs.  
gregory P. Haverkos

Francis schwander
Rose Donelan
Mrs. Alice A. Hafertepe

Virginia spitzer
Mr. Robert Spitzer

tom stephan
Mr. Joseph T. Lohmueller

ed and Cheryl stratman
Paul H Rohe Co

Mary Lou sullivan
Edward Allen
Barb and Satch Coletta
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Fickert
Lorraine D. gawronski
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde E. Kober
Buddy LaRosa and Family
Ms. Donna O’Connor
Mr. and Mrs.  
Paul Riestenberg
Don and Kathy Vinel
Del and Lee Weddle
Mr. and Mrs.  
Dave Michael L. Wendling

Amy tabolt
Alice and gene Hedges

thomas L. tierney
Mr. and Mrs.  
James C. Winkler

Bill trowbridge
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Isfort

Mary Rose Weber
Mr. Rick Rieger

Mary Joann White
Wm. Kramer & Son, Inc.

sandy Whittingham
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Ernst

In Remembrance of

Martha (Mart) Gross 
Mrs. Rita Mahoney

Dick Paff 
Mrs. Rita Mahoney

In thanksgiving of

Jean ernst
Ms. Jean M. Ernst

Margarete Lauman
Ms. Margaret E. Lauman

Robert and Mildred Rath
gE Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Rath

special Intention 

Mildred and Robert Rath
gE Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Rath

november

Anniversary of Death

Lawrence Radel
Mrs. Muriel E. Radel

Louis (Butch) scherra
Mrs. Mary E. Nieman

edna snelling
Mrs. Rita Mahoney

Birthday Greetings

Anne ernst
Sister John Michael geis
Sister Jane Bernadette Leo

Gregory R. ernst
Sister John Michael geis
Sister Jane Bernadette Leo

Anne Ohren 
Ms. Amy Peterson

Birthday Remembrance

Ann M. Morrison
Mary J. Massarelli

John J. Morrison
Mary J. Massarelli

In honor of

south Dearborn  
school Athletics
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Stratman

st. Rita
Ms. Anne Berwanger

David Bingham
Susan P. Renner

Gavin Connelly
Mr. and Mrs.  
John M. Connelly

Mr. and Mrs. Jess Fronk 
Mrs. Mary E. Nieman
Mr. and Mrs.  
thomas nieman 
Mrs. Mary E. Nieman

In Memory of
Margie Rapp Alford
Joe and Cheryl Barth
Robert Charles Bender
Mr. Thomas J. Ley
Don Bleser
Mr. and Mrs.  
Donald Klemann
JoAnn Brown
Mr. and Mrs. John Murphy
Michael J. Bueter
Larry and Joyce Babel
Carol Cankerckhove
Mr. and Mrs.  
Terrence Folzenlogen
Lawrence and Alice Daniel
Mrs. Alice A. Hafertepe
Ronald P. Daniels
Dain and ginny Beemer
Olivia Grace Durbin
Pamela M. Oschip
Carl Fessel
Mr. and Mrs.  
Thomas W. Mangold
Mary Jo Finley
Ms. Barbara J. Powers
Clarence Gormley
Ed and Jane Sebree
Kitty Graman
Mr. and Mrs.  
Donald Klemann
eileen Gutman
Mr. James gutman
edward W. hafertepe
Alice A. Hafertepe
Richard hellkamp
Mrs. Laura Niesen
Katie hoff
Mrs. Rita Mahoney
Clarence and Rose Tieman
Donald humbert
Mr. and Mrs.  
John E. Ruthven
henry Kleinfeldt
Sarah C. Hale
Gerry Klemann
Jeanette M. Mather
Mike Laney
Mr. and Mrs.  
Donald Klemann
Dan Mahoney
Mrs. Rita Mahoney
Patty Marino
Alice and gene Hedges
helen Birkle Meisman
Williamsburg United 
Methodist Women
Ms. Bonnie Leaman
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Rowan
henry Mueller
Mr. and Mrs.  
george Ostendorf

John L. Muething
Mr. Richard D. Siegel

John nordloh
Mrs. Madeline C. Hautz

Katherine M. Oschip
Pamela M. Oschip

Lucille e. Osso
Mrs. Mickey A. Palmieri

Gus and Kathy Pappas
Mr. and Mrs.  
John M. Connelly

thomas and  
Annetta Pfirrman
Cynthia K. Ernst

Vivian Roth
Mrs. Jo Zeilman

Rose Ann Rother
Dan and Connie Vonderhaar

Penelope Abigail schneider
Mr. and Mrs.  
Michael H. Schneider

Ray shircliffe
Jerry and Pat Schappacher

Mary Lou sullivan
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Laug

Mary Alice thompson
Mr. and Mrs.  
Richard Chrisman

Jerry timmerman
Mr. and Mrs.  
Harold H. Heuker

Charles e. Vail
Theresa E. Munafo Family

erma Veldhaus
Mr. and Mrs.  
Thomas W. Mangold

William F. Welling
Royal gems and Jewelry
Mr. Roger F. grein
Mike and Beck  
gumbleton Family
Mr. and Mrs.  
Robert P. Hamburg
Mr. and Mrs.  
William J. Hilberg
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Howald
Patricia and Ron Kreinbrink
Mr. and Mrs.  
Charles P. Vonderhaar
Mr. and Mrs.  
Thomas E. Welling

sandy Whittingham
Ms. Anna M. Smith

Larry Winker
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Benhase

In thanksgiving of

st. Rita 
Mrs. Phyllis H. Timperman

Prayers Answered 

Jean hartman
Jean M. Hartman

special Intention for

Joanie Krekeler
Dain and ginny Beemer
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DREAM. ACHIEVE. SOAR.

Ever heard of the 
“Red Hat Ladies”?

We thought they were just a social 
group of older ladies. Well, we 
recently found out that they are truly 
much more than that! To St. Rita 
School, they are beautiful angels  
in red hats! 

When we recently received a 
phone call from Jackie LeDuc, (local 
chapter President) we had no idea 
what blessings were in store for us 
through these dear ladies. Jackie 
simply, humbly asked what the chil-
dren of St Rita School needed. The 
first things that came to our minds 
were the bikes and trikes our little 
ones were playing on. We told her 
they were really showing their age, 
and many had been removed be-
cause they just weren’t safe anymore. 

That was all she 
needed to hear, 
a few months 
later, Jackie was 
ready to sched-
ule a delivery. 

The Red 
Hat Ladies 
showed up on 
that morning with a virtual fleet of 
bikes, trikes and big wheels! We had 
to get creative just to fit them all in 
a picture! We were overwhelmed by 
their generosity. If you get to St Rita 
School in the spring you will probably 
see the younger children pedaling 
happily on their new vehicles in the 
play area! 

A huge “thank you” goes out to 

these wonderful ladies! They are a 
shining example of faith, hope and 
charity. They make a person look 
forward to reaching the age required 
to be counted among their number. 
These wonderful ladies have put 
smiles on many little faces. Their 
hats may be red, but here at St. Rita 
School we have found that their 
hearts are of the purest gold!
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